
You’ll obviously want to purchase heavy machinery that is within a reasonable price range for your individual 
financial situation. To figure out your budget, it’s important to consider the total cost of ownership of the 
equipment. Three things to consider are…

There are so many different types of heavy equipment out there. It will be important to research each type of 
machinery to determine which type would be the best fit for you and your work. Keep in mind how you want to 
use the equipment, your level of certification and expertise, and your price range. The main segments of heavy 
machinery include: 

Of course, many pieces of equipment can be used across those segments. For example, a backhoe can be used in 
both construction and agriculture, and a boom lift could be used in both construction and storage. So keep that in 
mind when you take the next step: researching.

Before buying heavy equipment, you need to figure out what kind of projects you need to complete and what features would 
be required to get the job done. Here are a few things to consider for your equipment wish list: 

Keep in mind the advantages and disadvantages of new vs. used equipment, with used equipment costing less, but 
having a greater potential of breaking down and/or having a shorter remaining life cycle. You’ll also want to consider 
your return on investment that will offset some of those costs. Ask yourself how much profit a new machine will help 
you generate by completing new projects or by simply getting the job done faster. You may also consider if you 
currently have equipment you could use as a trade-in to lower the price, or if you’ll be able to sell your purchased 
machinery once you’re done with it or want to upgrade to help you recoup some of your money later down the road.

Finally, if you only need the equipment for a single job, or only from time to time, consider if it’s more economical to 
simply rent the machinery.

What is the main task you need to complete 
(digging & earthmoving, planting & harvesting, 
lifting & loading, etc.)?
Is the job inside or outside?
How much maneuverability space is available on 
the jobsite?
What is the terrain of the jobsite?
Does your work require a certain horizontal or 
vertical reach?

The down-payment, 
Recurring expenses, like monthly payments, insurance, fuel, storage, etc., and
The cost of preventative maintenance and unexpected repairs.

Earthmoving Construction Material Handling Agriculture Lifting Trailers

Does your work require a certain weight capacity?
Do you need equipment that can accomplish more 
than one task?
Can the equipment be outfitted with various 
attachments you may need?
What equipment are you certified to operate?
Can I use this equipment for other work once the job 
is completed?
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7 Quick Tips for Buying 
Equipment in a Virtual World

Shopping for items online has become commonplace, but people still do not always think about online researching and 
purchasing when it comes to bigger items, such as heavy equipment. However, it is completely possible to conduct 
comprehensive research and buy the perfect machinery for you and your work by shopping online. But do you know where to 
start and what to look for?  To help you use the digital resources available to you in order to make the best purchase possible, 
here are Equipment Trader’s tips and tricks for buying equipment in a virtual world: 

®



While you’re researching, be sure to compare listings. Just because you’ve found one piece of equipment that 
could be a good fit doesn’t mean there’s not a better machine or better deal out there. As you more seriously 
consider different pieces of heavy equipment, be sure to research the dealer themselves, as well as the 
telematics history of the machinery if you’re buying used.

Now that you know your desired features, your budget, and the type of equipment that can get the job 
done, it’s time to start reviewing and comparing the relevant machinery that is listed! You can browse for-
sale equipment, filtering your results by your preferred criteria, on both dealership websites and online 
marketplaces like EquipmentTrader.com. Listings provide:

Once you’re interested in a specific equipment unit, you don’t have to immediately visit a dealership, as 
there are a number of digital communication options that may be offered by a seller, including…

Once you’ve decided to purchase a piece of machinery, you may be able to complete most or all of the buying 
steps online, depending on state laws and dealership policies. Check to see if virtual options are available 
for...

Spikes in scams occur around the holidays and at the beginning and peak of the busy season — but they can 
happen all year round. Here’s how you can remain alert and safe while buying online:

You can also check to see if you have to go to the dealership lot yourself, or if the machinery can be 
delivered right to your jobsite.

Don’t hesitate to request more photos, seek out additional details, ask questions, talk financing, make an 
offer, negotiate price, or communicate about anything else you think is important. 
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Pro-Virtual Shopping Tip: With some 
dealerships, you can even conduct a 
virtual machinery inspection via a live 
video chat, which allows you to…

View the equipment’s exterior and interior,   
Hear the engine running, 
See the mileage, 

Review parts or potential damage, 
Ask questions, and 
Hear the dealer’s sales pitch.

A final inspection of the equipment via live video streaming,
Signing documents,
Obtaining financing (from the dealership or 3rd party), or
Obtaining warranties (from the dealership or 3rd party).

Confirm the seller is real. 
Check online reviews.
Ask fellow operators about the dealer.
Evaluate their website credibility.
Confirm equipment photos are real 
(and not stock images).
Confirm the deal is real.
Use caution clicking links.

Only use secure sites (with a padlock symbol 
in the address bar and “https” as the first 
letters of the URL).
Avoid direct money transfers.
Use credit card protection services.
Regularly check online bank statements.
Check dealers’ privacy policies.
Don’t share too much personal data.

We live in a virtual world, making it easier than ever to find and purchase the perfect heavy equipment for you and 
your projects. If you’re ready to start your search and get to work, visit EquipmentTrader.com today!


